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talk to her about all sorts of things, but she just waved me
v off. and was silent.  The misery I had over her that day !
But in the evening I collected the cattle, came in from the
yard, and asked her :   ' Mother, shall we cook anything for
j. supper ? '  Then her pain passed, and she began to talk, . . /'
""Duma sighed   and,   thoughtfully gazing across Aksinia's
shoulder, asked :
" Is our Gregor dead ?   Is it true what people are saying ? "
" I don't know, dear."
Dunia gave Aksinia a sidelong, questioning look, and
sighed still more deeply.
<e Mother's nothing but yearning for him ! She never
speaks of him except as ' my youngest/ And she simply
won't have it that he may not be alive still. But you know,
Ksinia, if she learns that he's really dead she'll die of sorrow
herself. All life has left her now, the sole hope to which she
clings is Gregor. Even to the children she's become
unwanted, sort of, and at work everything falls from her
hands. You just think . in one year there's been four of
our family ..."
Moved by compassion, Aksinia leaned across the fence,
embraced Dunia, and gave her a strong kiss on the cheek.
" Get your mother occupied with something, my dear ;
don't let her grieve too much."
" What can you occupy her with ? " Dunia wiped her
eyes with the corner of her kerchief, and asked *
" You come and see us sometimes,  and talk to her;
that'll make it easier for her.  You've got no reason to shun
*us ! "
<f I'll drop in sometimes.  I will, you see ' "
" I ought to be going out to the fields to-morrow. We've
harnessed up with Anikushka's widow, we want to sow a
little wheat. Are you thinking of sowing anything for
yourself ? "
"I'm a fine sower ! " Aksinia smiled a cheerless smile.
" I've got nothing to sow, and besides, what's the good ?
I don't need much for myself, I'll manage to exist somehow."
" Any news of your Stepan ? "
" No, not a word," Aksinia answered unconcernedly and
said, to her own surprise : "I'm not over anxious about
him." The confession slipped from her unexpectedly, and
she felt embarrassed. To cover her confusion, she hurriedly